
Macon County School System  
Safety Plans for Air Induced Illness Including Covid-19 

Updates 3/31/2022 
 

Introduction: 

 

Macon County School System (MCSS) has created this Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response 

Plan.  This document provides information about MCSS’s plans and responsibilities in the event of a 

local or regional outbreak of COVID-19. It is intended to be supplemental to the information provided 

by the Macon County Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. For 

the most current information about COVID-19 or any other public health concern, please access the 

information provided by these public health organizations. 

 

MCSS is working closely with local, state, and national health officials to monitor ongoing 

developments related to the global outbreak of COVID-19. As additional information becomes 

available, the district will continue to communicate with families and the community. The most 

current information available from Macon County School System related to COVID-19 will always 

be posted on the Macon County School System COVID-19 Coronavirus Response webpage on the 

MCSS website. 

 

Purpose: 

MCSS’s Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response Plan will serve as a resource guide for 

planning for, responding to, and recovering from a pandemic that may impact or is impacting our 

schools and communities. Unlike most other disasters or crises, a pandemic is people-centric and 

will require a community and people-focused response. Although this document is specifically 

focused on outlining the district’s response to COVID-19, the same or similar strategies may be 

used to address any highly infectious illness that may impact our community. 

 
 
The primary goals of this plan are to:  

• Prevent or minimize the spread of illness while preserving, to the extent 

possible, the continuity of essential school and district functions.  
• Continue the essential operations of MCSS, as possible, in the event of 

increased student or staff absences due to an outbreak of COVID-19.  
• Ensure effective, timely, and situation-sensitive decision-making related to 

any outbreak that is impacting or has the potential to impact the MCSS 

community. 

• Establish a clear communications plan that ensures that students, 

families, and staff receive timely and accurate information regarding 

illness prevention and infection control strategies as well as information 

about impacts to the school district and available services. 

 
 

Protocols for COVID-19 Isolation and Quarantine 



Spring Semester 2022 

 
Masks  
Georgia law now gives parents the choice of having their child to wear a mask during school; 

therefore, wearing a mask for all student is now optional.  No child will be made to wear a mask 

and no child will be made to take their mask off.  Please note that the option to wear a mask or not 

does not change out isolation or quarantine protocols.  If your child is sick it is expected that you 

will keep the child home and contact the school to inform them of the issue.  If your child is exposed 

to someone with COVID symptoms, then that child will be sent home for quarantine. 

 
Isolation of Cases  
Symptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 or suspected COVID-19 can return to 

school after: 
At least 10 days† have passed since symptoms first appeared AND  

At least 24 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever- reducing 

medications AND Symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) have improved  
Asymptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 can return to school after: 

At least 10 days† have passed since the positive laboratory test and the person remains 
asymptomatic  

Note, asymptomatic persons who test positive and later develop symptoms 

should follow the guidelines for Symptomatic persons. 
 
, 

Quarantine of Contacts  
All close contacts in both private and public schools and childcare facilities MUST be 

quarantined and excluded from the school setting and all extracurricular activities, regardless of 

students, teachers, or staff wearing masks or the use of physical barriers (e.g. plexiglass). 
 
New CDC recommends a 10-day minimum quarantine for anyone with close contact of a 

positive case. Macon County System uses this recommendation as its confirmed model. Any 

reduction or adjustment to this protocol will be on a case-by-case review of the District 

COVID-19 Team. 
 
Asymptomatic persons who have a known exposure to a person with COVID-19 can 

return to school: 
After 10 full days have passed and,  
Do not experience any COVID symptoms during the quarantine period. 

 

Again, isolation and quarantine days can be reduced based on a case-by-case review.  New 

CDC and Georgia Department of Health all agree that days can be reduce to as few as 5. 
 

 

An individual who has been in close contact and completes quarantine protocols develops 

symptoms, he/she will be sent home immediately. Individuals will be required to follow the CDC 

guidelines for symptomatic persons and should seek COVID testing immediately. The Building 

Team will review each case on an individual bases and has the authority to adjust the return date if 

medical conditions change during the quarantine period. 
 
No student or staff member should return to a school/building without the full agreement of 

the building health official. That designated health official for each building is the school nurse. 



The School Nurse shall discuss with the Building Health Team the return status 

and agree on the recommended date of return prior to a student or staff member 

returning to the building. 

 

 

 

Macon County School System 
Transportation: Safety Precautions  

  

While wearing a mask is not required to ride Macon County School System (MCSS) 

transportation, it is highly recommended due to the close proximity of seated students 

on the bus. By law, wearing a mask is the choice of each individual. Therefore, the 

MCSS has adopted the following guidelines that correspond with the “Unmask 

Georgia Students Act”: 

• Masks are not required for bus drivers and monitors. 

• Masks are not required for students to ride the bus.  

• Hand sanitizers are used as each person boards the bus.   

• Students have assigned seating to improve loading and unloading.   

• Family members in the same household will sit together to create seat space.   

• Temperature checks will not be performed by monitors prior to students 

boarding the bus.  

• Students exhibiting symptoms of not being well are not permitted on the bus. 

(Students showing obvious signs of being unwell such as coughing, difficulty 

breathing, vomiting, or headache will not be allowed on the bus.)  
 

 Parents Responsibility for Bus Riders  

• Parents may opt to provide transportation for their students as social distancing 

is not possible on the bus.  
• Parents or responsible person must accompany elementary students to the bus 

stop and remain until students have boarded the bus.  
• Parents or responsible person must transport sick children back home.  
• Parents or responsible person must be present in the afternoon to pick up 

students from the same bus stop location.  
• Students are the responsibility of the parents until they board the bus.  

 


